
T A L B o T W I L S O N  p- 1315 

August 10,2001 

Mr. Edward Mazzullo 
Director, Office of Hazardous Material Standards 

400 7th Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20590 

USDOT/RSPA @HM-IO)  

Fax: (202)366-3012 

Reference: 4YCFRl75. IO(a)(25), (herein referred to as "Exception 25.) 

Dear Mr. Mazzullo: 

Since the United SIUIG~ Coast Guard approved inflstible Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for marine use, these 
comfortable and convenient safety dovices have proliferated across the United Statcs gaining widespread acceptance 
and have been credited with swing  lives. Their lightweighr and unobtrusive dcsign encourages their use in all 
weather conditions and on board all types of watcrcraft. Many boarers purchase their uwfl PFD, which thcy carry 
from boat to boat, whether lravellinpby car, rail or air. 

However, w e  have found thai when [raveling by air, many boaters hsve found themselves at odds with airline 
personnel when attcmpring to check o r  carry-on thcir inflatable PFD. Gale agents and sccurity personnel are 
frcqucntly unaware of Exception 25, while others take a narrow interpretation of the rule. Regularly as passengers, 
cylinders and PFDs are confiscated, with replacement cost in the range of $25 and S50-$250 each, respectively. 
Additionally, we  run the risk of fines and imprisonment by inadvertently carrying !he equipment on board an 
aircraft. (For your guidance, the C62  cylinder used in an inflatable marine PFD is [he same type of cylindcr uscd 
by the airlines in their own under-tht-seat models of inflatable life jacker. Consequently, there in no increased risk 
incurred by carrying these valuable safety devices). 

I 

Cunently, there is 110 planning a boater cnn do to arrange carriage in advance of a commercial flight. We could 
check to see if the airline accepts said devices on board, however the pilot makes the final decision, right at the gate. 

1 respectfully request thar 49 CFR 175.10 (a)(25) be rewritten as follows: 

"(25) One small carbon disxide cylinder fitted into a self-inflating life jackct, plus one spare cylindcr, may 
be carried by a passecger or crew member in checked or carry-on baggage." 

This change would remove the provjsion that gives discretion to rhe aircraft operator, and is similar lo sevcral other 
hazardous material carriage exceptians outlined elsewhere In 49 CFR 175.1 0. 

Additionally, I request that you direct rhe U.S. delegation IO Ihc International Air Transportation Associalion 10 
propose and support the adoption of this unrestrictcd provision by all international air carriers,in order to encourage 
seamanship and pcrsonal safety. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

<mGjb 
fa1 bot Wilson 
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u s  Deportment 
of Transportation 
Rerearch and 
SpecklRogroms 
Administration 

400 Seventh Street, S W 
Washington. D C 20590 

SEP 2 8 2001 

S. Fredric Honvitz, M.D. 
2350 W. Villard Avenue, Suite 101 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 

Dear Dr. Horwitz: 

This acknowledges the receipt of your letter dated August 20,200 1 , requesting an amendment of 
49 CFR 175.1 O(a)(25) to be rewritten to read “One small carbon dioxide cylinder fitted into a 
self-inflating life jacket, plus one spare cylinder, may be carried by a passenger or crew member 
in checked or carry-on baggage.” 

Your request has been made a part of petition number P- 14 15 and assigned number P- 14 1 Sa. 
This number is for tracking purposes only. Your request has not been assessed for merit. If 
accepted under 49 CFR 106.3 1 as a petition for rulemaking, it will be considered for a future 
rulemaking action. 

If you write or call us regarding this petition, please make refer to this number. 

Sincerely, 

6cu-p L L v  
Gail L. Twitty 
Transportation Assistant 
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards 
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S. Fredric Honvitz, M.D., S.C. 

August 20. 2001 

Mr. Edward Mauullo 
Director, Office of Hazardous Material Standards 
USDOTlRSPA (DHM-10) 
400 7* Street S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Reference: 4QCFR175.1O(a)(25), (herein referred to a6 "Exception 25.) 

Dear Mr. Mazullo: 

Since the United States Coast Guard approved inflatable Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for marine 
us8, these comfortable and convenient safety devices have proliferated across the United States gaining 
widespread acceptance and have been credited with saving lives. Their lightweight and unobtrusfve 
design encourages their use in all weather conditions and on board all types of watercraft. Many boaters 
purchase their own PFD, which they carry f m  boat to boat, whether traveling by car, rail or air. 

However.  le have found that when traveling by air, many boaters have found themselves at odds witih 
airline personnel when attempting to check or carry-on their inflatable PFD. Gate agents and securlty 
personnel are frequently unaware of Exception 25, while others take a narrow interpretation of the rule. 
Regularly as passengers, cylinders and PFDs are confiscated, with replacement cost in the range of $25 
and $50-8200 each, respectively. Additionally, we run the risk of fines and imprisonment by inadvertently 
carrying the equipment on board an aircraft. (For your guidance, the C02 cylinder used in an inflatable 

inflatable life jacket. Consequently, there is no increased risk incurred by carrying these valuable safety 
devicm.) 

marine PFD is the same type of cylinder used by the airlines in their own under-theseat models of 1 

Currently, there is no planning a boater can do to arrange carriage in advance of a commercial flight We 
could check to see if the aidlne accepts said devices on board, however, the pilot makes the final decision 
tight at the gate. 

I respectfully request that 49 CFR 175.10 (a)(25) be rewritten as follows: 

"(25) One small carbon dioxide cylinder fitted into a self-inflating life jacket, plus one spare cylinder, may 
be carried by a p m g e c  or crew member in checked or carry-on luggage." 

This change wu ld  remove the provision that gives discretion to the aircraft operator, and is similar to 
several other harardous material carriage exceptions outlined dmere  in 49 CFR 175.10. 
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Additionally, I request that you direct the U.S. delegation to the international Air TransporEetion 
Association to propose and support the adoption of this unrestricted provision by all internal &efS, In 
order to encourage scamanship and personal safety. 

/ Thank you. 

S.k&ric Horwltz, M.D. / 
SFH:mm 


